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Cole, Bernard D. Sea Lanes and Pipelines: Energy
Security in Asia. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood,
2008. 280pp. $75
This book, written by a retired Navy
captain and professor of international
history at the National War College,
provides an up-to-date summary of the
movement of energy resources in and
around Asia, of the concurrent buildup
of naval power in the region to protect
that movement, and of strategies em-
ployed by Asian nations to ensure the
safe and secure transport of energy
resources.
Bernard Cole is well versed on the sub-
ject, drawing upon his thirty-year naval
career, all served in the Pacific, and his
obvious focus and research on naval
and energy issues in Asia. His extensive
notes and bibliography constitute al-
most a fourth of the book, showing the
breadth and width of Cole’s research
and sources.
While the title implies a focus on both
sea-lanes and pipelines, actually more
time and space are allocated to mari-
time issues. Cole explains in his intro-
duction that “no form of transporting
oil is more important than the sea” and
that “the role of naval force on the seas
provides the primary vehicle from
which the question of the military secu-
rity of Asia’s energy supplies is viewed.”
Conceding that energy security cannot
be addressed individually for each na-
tion, Cole recognizes globalization as a
fact of life and thus holds that the trans-
port of energy via sea-lanes, “the com-
mons,” must be addressed from a
regional perspective—in this case, that
of Asia. The book is divided into chap-
ters specifically by issues, and within
each chapter Cole examines each issue
on a country-by-country basis.
Cole builds issue upon issue, to include
the geography of the region and the re-
sultant physical problem of the secure
sea lines of communication; the energy
sources within Asia; and the problems
of transporting energy to and from
there. He ends with a look at multilater-
alism and various international organi-
zations that may influence maritime is-
sues in Asia, as well as a profile of
individual countries and their antici-
pated changes vis-à-vis energy security
and freedom of the seas.
The previously mentioned “up-to-date
summary” lends a time-sensitive nature
to the book. Cole takes the time to ex-
plain the necessary background and his-
tory, but he is quite aware that the value
of current data is subject to atrophy as
time passes. An update will certainly be
warranted in a couple of years if this
book is to remain relevant.
JAMES P. LEWIS
Naval War College
Lawrence, Quil. Invisible Nation: How the Kurds’
Quest for Statehood Is Shaping Iraq and the Middle
East. New York: Walker, 2008. 288pp. $25.95
Marcus, Aliza. Blood and Belief: The PKK and the
Kurdish Fight for Independence. New York: New
York Univ. Press, 2007. 368pp. $35
While the establishment of the nation-
state as the preeminent system for polit-
ical and social integration has led to the
benefit of many social groups, it has led
to the disaffection of others. The Kurds,
who for centuries have acted as political
pawns and mercenaries, have arguably
benefited the least. Even now, with a
population estimated at twenty-eight
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